
ward3vision  

smart growth • vibrant neighborhoods  
  
  

March 28, 2016  
  
  
Mayor Muriel Bowser  
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20004  
  
RE: Proposed Planned Unit Development by Georgetown Day School (ZC #15-30)  
  
Dear Mayor Bowser:  
  
We are Ward 3 Vision, a grass-roots advocacy group supporting smart growth, transit-oriented 
development and vibrant and walkable neighborhoods.  We are writing to you to express our 
deep concern that, despite the need that you have acknowledged to accommodate thousands 
of additional residents and increase the amount of affordable housing in the District, the Office 
of Planning (OP) has taken a position on a particular project that may stymie these goals. OP 
has questioned the applicant’s request for a zoning change as part of the Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) review and by so doing has caused revisions that substantially reduce the 
proposed number of both market rate and affordable housing units along Wisconsin Avenue 
near the Tenleytown Metro station.   
  
We are writing this letter to you now totally on our own initiative out of concern for a process 
gone awry which would result in decreasing benefits to the city.  We have not yet informed the 
applicant of our reaching out to your office in the hope to get the review process back on track.  
However, they are copied on this letter.  
  
The project in question is the PUD proposal by Georgetown Day School to move its lower and 
middle schools next to the high school, on the site of the current Safeway; to construct two 
adjacent eight-story apartment buildings with ground floor retail and extensive streetscape 
improvements on Wisconsin Avenue on the former Marten’s Volvo site; and to make other 
significant improvements to the surrounding area.    
  
We regard the original proposal as exemplary, and completely consistent with many provisions 
of the Comprehensive Plan, including those that call for developing new housing close to Metro 
rail and bus, creating new plazas and attractive streetscape, providing buffers between denser 
development and lower density residential neighborhoods and implementing an improved 
pedestrian environment to encourage walking to transit and to beautify the city.  We have also 
been very pleased at GDS’s outreach to the community and their willingness to make changes 
suggested by citizens to improve the project.   
  
As we understand it, OP’s resistance has been expressed through a refusal to recommend to 
the Zoning Commission that the project be set down for a public hearing, where all interested 
parties could air their opinions.  This refusal has resulted in months of delay, and has caused 
GDS to cut back on the two residential buildings and lose about 50 apartments, which of course 



also reduces the number of inclusionary zoning (IZ) units which would have been part of the 
project.  The IZ units are sorely needed, especially here in expensive Ward 3.  This is a perfect 
location for workforce housing, close to good schools, parks and open space, in a safe 
neighborhood with excellent access to transit.    
  
We are puzzled, as OP’s position seems to us to be contrary to city policy and to your justified 
concern about both the need to accommodate our growing population and the lack of affordable 
housing.  With DC continuing to grow rapidly (as noted recently in the Washington Post), what 
has transpired does not make sense, and we worry that it sets a dangerous precedent for other 
mixed-use development in Ward 3.  
  
Even before filing its PUD proposal, GDS cut off one story on each residential building to 
appease opponents, a reduction of approximately 40 units. After failing to get OP’s buy-in, GDS 
has now reduced the size of the buildings yet again -- resulting in a total of 90 fewer units.  We 
have great difficulty understanding OP’s position, inasmuch as the existing apartment building 
directly across the street on Wisconsin Avenue was granted the very same zoning relief (a 
change from C-2-A to C-2-B) that GDS was seeking to accommodate its building of comparable 
size.    
  
Most immediately, we propose that the Office of Planning recommend, as quickly as 
possible, that the Zoning Commission set down both versions of the PUD for public 
hearing.  We will certainly bring our perspective to the Zoning Commission hearing on the PUD, 
should it ever be set down for hearing.  With both the original and revised proposals open for 
comment, nearby community members, as well as those groups concerned with smart growth 
and affordable housing city-wide, will have an opportunity to weigh in and the Commission can 
have the benefit of a broad commentary on the trade-offs between the two approaches.   
  
We think it very important to let our elected officials and OP know that there are citizens in Ward 
3 concerned about how the city is planning for growth and how it does not appear to be 
addressing traffic congestion and environmental concerns by promoting transit-oriented 
development.  We hope to see leadership from our elected officials to support projects which 
make meaningful progress in furthering these goals of the current Comprehensive Plan.    
  
Thank you for your attention.  
  
Sincerely yours,  
  
  /s/  
  
Susan Kimmel  
Chair, Ward 3 Vision Steering Committee  
  
Cc:   Councilmember Mary Cheh  
  Eric Shaw, DC Office of Planning  
  Russell Shaw, Head of School, Georgetown Day School  
  Ian Maggard, Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and Services Mike 

Matthews, Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and Services Jon 
Bender, ANC3E  

 


