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Dear Chairperson Bender and ANC Commissioners, 

 

Ward3Vision is a group of residents who are working on ways to make our neighborhoods even 

better urban places - more walkable, sustainable, and vibrant.  DC is growing and we think that 

growth should be environmentally and socially responsible, positive and progressive, while 

protecting the character of our existing neighborhoods and bringing the vitality of urban life to 

our commercial corridors. 

 

Over the past month or so, we have attended a number of meetings with representatives of Valor 

Development regarding their plans for the “Superfresh” site in Spring Valley.  Although their 

proposal for the area remains a ‘work in progress’ - we find it to be quite promising in its attempt 

to bring walkability to an otherwise auto-dominated neighborhood center.  We are confident that 

a mixed-use development in this location, perhaps with enhanced shuttle bus access to the 

Tenley Metro and an aggressive effort to encourage biking, could become a vibrant 

neighborhood center for Spring Valley.   

 

Clearly the plans are conceptual and sketchy but the development team has shown a sincere 

interest in working with the community to integrate the new with the existing neighborhood.  

They plans indicate a concerted effort to tie the project into street activity along Massachusetts 

by encouraging pedestrian walkways penetrating through the complex and with scaled down 

massing and activity closer to the single-family homes along the other side streets.  

 

The unit mix proposed by the development team - heavy on 2 bedroom (and larger) apartments 

with a focus on "empty nesters” probably means that many of these “new neighbors” will be 

folks already living in the community.  We can imagine that a new level of walkability in the 

neighborhood would be important to them. 

 

We urge the ANC encourage the development team to continue to work on the details of their 

generally fine proposal. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

  

/s/ 

 

Susan Kimmel 

Steering Committee Chairperson 


